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From the Editor                                      
If there is one thing we can count on 
in life, it’s change.  Did you ever think 
you, and your friends, families and 
neighbors would endure a pandemic?  
Unfortunately, we are and that’s 
certainly a change for most of us.  
Our beloved museum is still standing 
and continues with the same mission 
that originally brought us all together.  
The newsletter is a small example of 
change for the museum.  This edition 
should hopefully be easy to print or 
read online.  More newsletter 
changes will come in the future but 
the goal of providing timely updates 
will remain the same. 

Fundraisers . . . and some fun times!                                                                                                                 
Only one fundraiser this year—the 
Drive-up BBQ Dinner sale on June 
10th was a big success!  Orders were 
placed in advance.  220 pounds of 
pork butts were cooked—a very long 

and tiring few days 
for the volunteers.  
Dinners were 
packaged and ready-
to-go by pick-up 
time.  Cars and 

people lined up and the rain briefly 
stayed away.  Not a single BBQ—and 
NO cookies--were left over!  Raves 
were received by the volunteers for 
this undertaking.  Net profit was over 
$2,000.  A big thank you to everyone 
that made it possible.  
 

Paint-A-Crab took place in the 
pavilion on June 28th with Becky 
Jones leading the foray.  The event 
was well attended and everyone had 
fun.  The crab paintings were all 
beautiful, unique and colorful!    
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The Eco-Kayak Tour took place the 
morning of July 18th. 

 

It was a wonderful morning for a 
paddle!  Brent Hunsinger, River 
Steward, Friends of the 
Rappahannock, did an exceptional 
river ecology talk with our 10 
paddlers. This picture is from Ivey 
Creek in Morattico VA. 

On the Maintenance Front                                                                                                       
The Esso sign is back!  High winds in 
April once again knocked the large, 
heavy Esso sign off its perch.  
Fortunately, this time there was no 
damage.  Volunteers David Henley, 
Jack Pettigrew and James “Big Boy” 
Smith used a lift and replaced the 
sign securing it with chain and aircraft 
cable.  Yes—aircraft cable—that 
should hold it!                                                                                                                            

While the lift was at the museum, the 
volunteers also put it to good use by 
going to the top of the museum 
building and removing some 
dangerously loose bricks from the 
chimney which is no longer in use.  
Repairs were also made to the roof 
and leaks should no longer be an 
issue. 

Windows Direct replaced four 
museum windows during September.  
The windows mull posts had become 
loose and slipped to the side.  The 
actual windows had no impact but 
the window appearance was highly 
degraded.  The windows were under 
warranty, thank goodness!  

Message from the President – Clint 
Downing                                                                        
I hope this note finds you all happy, 
safe, and well. Our world has 
completely changed and the effects 
of a global pandemic have even 
reached our tiny village of Morattico. 
As such, we have all had to accept 
and adapt to the CDC safety 
measures necessary in order to keep 
healthy and free from the virus. 

The impact on our beloved museum 
has been significant; beginning with 
the difficult decision of closing to the 
public for the safety of all. Our 
traditional fundraising events have 
also all been canceled or postponed 
indefinitely to also ensure safety. 

The good news is that museum 
progress and planning behind the 
scenes is still ongoing. In fact, the 
museum board is continuing to work 
on exciting projects and 
improvements that will help improve 
the museum once we can safely 
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reopen. This of course is being done 
in a safe and responsible manner.  

Many of the museum members and 
others continue to be consistent with 
donations of money and articles for 
exhibits during this closed period. The 
board would like to extend our 
sincere appreciation for the support 
and look forward to the days ahead 
when we can once again assemble at 
the museum and or pavilion.  

Until then, I hope everyone remains 
safe and Covid free. 

Updates regarding the museum 
Board of Directors                                                                      
Two of our dear friends and board 
members have resigned; former 
President David Henley and former 
Corresponding Secretary Mary Byrd 
Martin.   Knowledge, expertise and 
willingness to devote their hearts to 
the museum are qualities they both 
shared.  We wish them the best in all 
future endeavors.  They will be 
missed.    

Fall 2020 Board of Directors                                                                                                           
President – Clint Downing                                                                                                      
Vice President – Open                                                                                                                          
Recording Secretary – Betty Barrack                                                                                    
Corresponding Secretary – Open                                                                                              
Treasurer – Debbie Saunders 

 

Directors 2018-’21                                                                                                                      
Marian Howell                                                                                                                                  
Charlotte Silverman                                                                                                        
John Henry Taylor   

Directors 2019-’22                                                                                                                  
Gary Bradley                                                                                                                                   
Suzanne Reynolds                                                                                                                             
Steve Sykes 

Directors 2020-’23                                                                                                                          
Donna Hazzard                                                                                                                             
Ross Johnson                                                                                                                                                          
Kyle Lee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

And other items . . .                                                                                                      
Looking for a place to host an 
outdoor event?  While the museum is 
closed, the pavilion is still available 
for rent to members.  Cost is $125 
per day ($75 for rent plus $50 for 
security/cleaning fee which is 
refunded following a positive 
inspection of the property after the 
event).  If interested, please email 
Marian Howell at 
marian.howell@outlook.com 
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Word Search                                                                                                                               
Have a few spare minutes?  Please 
enjoy our first word-search puzzle.                             
(It’s appropriate for youngsters too!) 

 

 
 


