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From the Editor 

Hello everyone!  Fall is a wonderful 
time of year in the Northern Neck 
and especially Morattico.  Even 

though the ospreys have left the area 
until next spring, our friend and 
neighbor, Jack Pettigrew, has 
provided a terrific update to the local 
osprey story.  Once again, thank you, 
Mr. Pettigrew!!! 

Morattico Point Osprey Part II  

Picking up from where I left off in the 
last newsletter, the Morattico Point 
Osprey chick’s head could be 
observed from land after 2 weeks 1 
day… 

 

After 18 days, feathers started to 
grow and he (or she)  learned how 
good Rockfish tasted first hand.  

At 6 weeks the chick would spend 
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hours flapping its wings, rising 
vertically a foot or so above the nest.  

On July 13th, at the age of 7 weeks 5 
days, it made its 1st flight from the 
nest.  Like its parents, it soon began 
spending time in a near-by Mulberry 
tree.  Note the still immature (white 
outlined) feathers. 

 
This is the last ‘family portrait’ taken 
on July 30th.  Judging by the size of 
the chick it appears to be a female. 

August 14th was the last day the 
female bird was seen.  Dad continued 
to bring the chick a fish occasionally, 
but ‘encouraged’ her to fish on her 
own by letting her get hungry 
occasionally. On August 22nd, she 

was 1st observed bringing her own 
fish to the nest. 

    

Message from the President: 

What a busy and rewarding year!  
The board, staff and volunteers 
worked tirelessly on every event and 
all behind the scenes activities. Over 
345 people visited the museum 
during the season.  Retail sales 
through September were greater 
than $2300 and included many new 
offerings. Net profits for ice cream 
sales from our ice cream freezer in 
the pavilion was over $600!  And—
more good news—the Virginia 
highway historical marker for 
Morattico has been approved and 
will be placed at the intersection of 
routes 622 and 354 sharing the 
importance of this wonderful area.  
While I could go on and on, I must 
shout-out a huge THANK YOU to all 
board, staff, volunteers and 
members!  It’s all because of YOU!  

David Henley 
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Recent Events at the Museum 

Paint and Sip Party, Saturday August 
14th.    

Canvas, design and paints were 
provided by Becky Jones. Light 
refreshments were also served.  
What a FUN event!! 

 

Annual Crab Feast, September 11th.    

As always, this event was so much 
fun!  Net profit was over $5,200.     

With crabs a-plenty! 

 

 

 

 

Servers and a chef . . . 
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The delightful and beautiful Barrack 
women . . .  

 

And, lots of HUNGRY people! 

 

Annual Oyster Roast, October 16th.   

Oysters for the raw bar were donated 
by Thomas Hyde, clams for the clam 
chowder were donated by Pattie 
Brogan, the kale salad was donated 
by Lisa Benusa, Tri-Star donated 
supporting funds, and Martin Berend 
donated adult beverages as he has in 
past events. All donations were 
absolutely wonderful and numerous 
kudos were received.  Same for the 
roasted oysters and all the sides.  This 
was another fantastic and well 

attended event!   Net profit was over 
$5,700. Yum!! 

Shuckers… 

 

Cookers… 
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MWM Volunteer Appreciation  

Unfortunately, due to flooding 
around the Morattico area, the 
MWM Volunteer Appreciation 2021 
Oktoberfest, planned for October 30, 
had to be canceled.    

Upcoming . . .  

After October 31, the museum 
officially closed for the season.  It’s 
always a sad day.  But, maintenance, 
curator and planning efforts continue 
to ensure 2022 is another successful 
year.  Stay tuned!  We’re excited 
about what’s to come!  

Stay tuned for information on a New 
Year’s Eve party at the Museum! 

On the Maintenance Front . . .                                                                                                       

The Building and Grounds Committee 
have plans for some potentially 
significant roofing work.  Information 

and estimates are still being gathered 
at this time.  More to come! 

The Building and Grounds Committee 
have also been planning some 
potentially significant repair work on 
the garage which is between the 
museum building and the pavilion.  
Early November is targeted for this 
effort to get underway . . . as long as 
the weather cooperates.     

And other items . . .                                                                                                       

During your visits to the museum, 
have you noticed the Memorial 
Gardens beside the pavilion?   It is a 
beautiful, tranquil and special place.  
Many engraved bricks have been 
purchased and placed in the garden 
and space is available for additional 
bricks.  It’s a wonderful way to 
recognize someone or a beloved pet.  
If interested in adding an engraved 
brick to the Memorial Garden, please 
email MWMVA03@gmail.com.     
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For 2022 . . .  

Looking for a place to host an 
outdoor event during the 2022 
season?  The pavilion (behind the 
museum) is available for rent TO 
MEMBERS ONLY.  Please keep this in 
mind and submit your requested 
dates early.  Additional information 
will be provided early in 2022.   

If you are interested in volunteering 
as a docent during 2022, keep your 
eyes and ears open early in the year 
to sign up for the best dates.  It’s 
engaging, informative, entertaining at 
times and not difficult at all.  Your 
help is greatly appreciated  

 

Officers 2021        
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Betty Barrack 
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Gary Bradley, Suzanne Reynolds, 
Steve Sykes 
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As always, thank you for your 
support.  Stay safe! 

 

Wishing you, your  

families and friends . . . 

 

Happy and safe 

Holidays! 
 

From all of us at  

Morattico 

Waterfront Museum 


