
CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED FOR 
2020 ELECTION 

 

On February 8, the Board accepted Nominating Committee Chair Patricia 

Wilson’s report naming Donna Hazzard, Ross Johnson, and Kyle Lee as 

candidates for  the 2020 - 2023 Board of Directors.  These candidates 

have been recommended to fill vacancies created by Linda Butler, Dan 

Snead, and Patricia Wilson as they complete their three-year terms this 

month.  All current officers have agreed to run for an additional year.  A 

list of current officers and Board members appears elsewhere in this 

newsletter.   

The MWM Board consists of five officers and nine representatives or di-

rectors.  Bylaws stipulate that officers be elected annually although they 

may be nominated to succeeding terms.  Representatives on the Board 

serve staggered three-year terms with three members completing their 

service each year.  Museum members are encouraged to attend this im-

portant meeting and take part in the election process.  
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ANNUAL MEETING 
LUNCH COMING UP 
MARCH 21 
 
 The museum’s Annual General Mem-
bership Meeting is scheduled this year for Sat-
urday, March 21 beginning in the main build-
ing at noon.  A complimentary (and delicious) 
lunch for members will follow in the pavilion. 
 During the business meeting, mem-
bers will elect officers for the coming year and 
Board members for 2020 - 2023.  Also included 
in the business agenda will be a review of past 
accomplishments, a summary of short- and 
long-term plans, and an open forum for mem-
ber input. 
 

Members to Enjoy Crock-
pot Lunch Variations   
 
“What a Crock! Crockpot Cook-off:  Don’t Stew 
About It--Just Do It!”  The theme says it all:  
complimentary lunch for attendees at the 2020 
Annual General Membership Meeting will be 
our cook-off competitors’ imaginative takes on 
a crockpot meal.  All those creative and gifted 
cooks out there (we know who you are . . . and 
there are many), take notice.  If you have not 
already done so, contact David Henley by 
phone at (804) 514-1830 or email him at 
dwhenley1@gmail.com to register your entry 
and reserve a table.  Except for tablecloths, 
cook-off entrants are responsible for individual 
table decor.  A People’s Choice prize for the 
favorite entry will be awarded, but the recipi-
ents of the real prize are the attending muse-
um members who will enjoy the culinary re-
sults of local talents. 

NOTES & UPDATES: 
 Once again, coordinators Betty 

Barrack and Grayson Jennings 
pulled off an amazing Crab Feast 
fundraiser on September 7.  
Along with their numerous vol-
unteers, they produced good 
food, good fun--and $5,215 for 
museum operation.   

 
  Planners Patricia Wilson, Con-

nie Conley, and Debbie Saun-
ders maintained the MWM rep-
utation for outstanding North-
ern Neck oyster roast when 
their October 19 fundraiser re-
ceived accolades.  The event 
generated $6,321 for the muse-
um.  Needless to say, like all 
functions, this one required 
countless helpers, and the mu-
seum is indebted to them.   

 
  On December 31, Board mem-

ber Linda Butler produced a su-
per party for members in the 
museum building.  The New 

Year was appropriately ushered 
in.   

 
  The Esso sign is back in place!  

What more is there to say?  
Thanks to our Building                             
and Grounds volunteers, an icon 
has been restored.   

 
  As of March 2020, Curator Jean-

nie Bedwell will also serve as 
Museum Administrator. In 
agreeing to take on these two 
closely-related part-time paid 
positions for the coming year, 
Jeannie will provide consistency 
and organization. 

 
  Current president David Henley 

has agreed to chair an ad hoc 
committee yet to be formed in-
vestigating Succession Planning:  
a group investigating future 
leadership  for MWM.   

 
  July 4 will see the annual Mor-

attico Village Parade (overseen 
by John Henry Taylor) and a pot-

luck picnic in the pavilion with 
grilled hot dogs and brats pro-
vided by men of the museum.  It 
would be an oversight to ignore 
Clint Downing’s part in the July 4  
picnic.  Thank you, Clint. 

 
  Curator Jeannie Bedwell  notes 

that additional community films 
and workshops are in the works 
at the museum for the coming 
summer.  Stay tuned for email 
notices. 

Word from 

DOCENTS NEEDED 
MAY - OCTOBER 

 

Representatives of the Docents Committee will be seeking volunteer docents 
at the Annual Meeting on March 21.  In the Morattico spirit, plan to step up 
and sign up for one or two Saturdays (noon to 4 p.m.) or Sundays (1 to 4 p.m.) 
from May through October.  Serving as a guide and welcoming visitors is one 
of the most important contributions a volunteer can make.  The docent experi-
ence also provides a good excuse for hanging out on the museum porch and 
chatting with neighbors--not to mention an opportunity to meet some inter-
esting visitors. 

 In Appreciation 
 

 With the election of three new Board representatives on March 21, MWM members also re-
gretfully say goodbye to departing representatives Linda Butler, Dan Snead, and Patricia Wilson.  
We are enormously grateful for their service, but know that these believers in our cause are not 
leaving the museum mission.  Thank you, Linda, Dan, and Patricia.  We’ll be seeing you! 



Winter 2019/2020 in Morattico  
 

Gorgeous sunrises/sunsets - too many to count 
Complaints about rain/lack of rain/wind - 5, 763 
Days with ice on the river - none! 
Museum Board meetings - every single second 
Saturday 
 

 As winters go in Morattico, this one, thus 
far, has been mild.  But then, the one thing we can 
count on regarding the weather is that it will 
change.  Another thing we can count on during this 
and every season in the village:  representatives of 
the museum Board will meet and continue to over-
see MWM property, plan, and assess progress.  
Like postmen, your Board members pursue their 
responsibilities whatever the weather.   
 --And like postmen, they deliver.  In this 
newsletter you’ll learn of the results of highly suc-
cessful fall fundraisers and a most festive New 

Year’s Eve party.  You’ll learn as well of plans for 
the upcoming season, including our March 21 An-
nual General Membership Meeting and lunch, the 
Nominating Committee’s slate of 2020-2023 Board 
members and 2020 officers, and May 9 Opening 
Day activities.  And you’ll be reminded--again--that 
February is membership dues month.   

 These aforesaid events and more,  
year after year, have resulted from hours of hard 
work by Board members and volunteers past and 
present, all benefitting this beautiful and unique 
place.  Thank you once again in a new year, mem-
bers, for your willingness--and enthusiasm!--to 
come out for your museum and your community. 
       — MBM 
 
  
  

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

President - David Henley 
Vice-president - Clint Downing 
Rec. Secretary - Betty Barrack 
Corr. Secretary - Mary Byrd 
    Martin 
Treasurer - Debbie Saunders   

Directors 2017 - 20: 
Linda Butler 
Dan Snead 
Patricia Wilson 

Directors 2018—’21 
Marian Howell 
Charlotte Silverman 
John Henry Taylor 

Directors 2019—’22 
Gary Bradley 
Suzanne Reynolds 
Steve Sykes 

The Board of Directors meets 
monthly on second Saturdays. 
Contact a member to include an 
agenda item.  

“ 

” 

 

The Museum Missi on  

The Morattico Waterfront Mu-

seum honors life on the river 

in this place and those who 

lived it before us by preserv-

ing for public knowledge the 

cultural history and traditions 

of a watermen's village on the 

Rappahannock River, and by 

maintaining a center for com-

munity activities in the muse-

um building. 

Calendar 
 Sat., March 21, noon -- Annual General 

Membership Meeting followed by lunch 
(“What a Crock!  Crockpot Cook-off:  
Don’t Stew About It--Just Do It!”) Contact 
David Henley to enter cook-off.    

 Sat., May 2, noon - 4 p.m. -- MWM opens 
to the public for 2020 season (Saturdays 
noon - 4 p.m., Sundays 1 - 4 p.m., May 
through October). 

 Sat., May 9, noon - 4 p.m. -- “Riverbred 
and Blest:  Growing Up in a Fishing Vil-
lage,” Opening Day celebration for the 
2020 season. 

 Sat., June ? -- Spring fundraiser TBA. 

 Sat., July 4, 10:30 a.m. -- Line-up for 11 
a.m. Morattico Village 4th of July Parade, 
followed by pot-luck picnic in the James 
A. Vick Pavilion.  (Contact John Henry Tay-
lor at johnhenrytaylor07@gmail.com to 
participate in parade.) 

 Sat., Sept. 5 -- Crab Feast Fundraiser.  De-
tails TBA. 

 Sat., Oct. 17 -- Oyster Roast Fundraiser.  
Details TBA. 

 Thurs., Dec. 31 -- New Year’s Eve Party for 
members.  Details TBA. 

DUES ARE DUE 

To learn how you 

can contribute to your  

Museum 

please contact MWMVA03@ gmail.com  

or visit our website at www.morattico.org 

  Membership Matters! 

     February is dues 
month-- 

Please return 
enclosed 

envelope today. 2020 Happenings 

From the Editor: 

MWM to Observe Earth Day With Road 
Clean-Up 

By 
Charlotte Silverman 

 
 The Morattico 
Waterfront Museum and 
the Morattico Volunteers 
are organizing a local 
road clean-up on April 22 
to mark the fifty years of 
Earth Day.  Meet-up is at 
Norwood Church on Nor-
wood Church Road, 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 22.   
 Traffic vests, wa-

ter, orange garbage bags and trash grabbers will be provided as far 
as they go.  Individuals who have a trash grabber or similar tool are 
asked to bring it.  Wear sturdy shoes or boots as the terrain might be 
varied.  Come and contribute to maintaining our beautiful Northern 
Neck; help us mark Earth Day with a big bang from our area.   
 This event will be registered on the global Earth Day 2020. 
Event website.  See link https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/.  
To ensure we bring enough supplies, participants are requested to 
contact John Henry Taylor at Morattico Volunteers at johnhenrytay-
lor07@gmail.com.   

PLANS UNDER-
WAY FOR MAY 9 
OPENING GALA 
 
On Saturday, May 2, noon to 4 p.m., 
the Morattico Waterfront Museum 
will open for its sixteenth season and 
remain open Saturdays noon to 4 and 
Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. through October.  
  
A seasonal opening celebration will 
take place on Saturday, May 9, noon 
to 4.  “Riverbred and Blest:  Growing 
Up in a Fishing Village” will offer vis-
its inside four homes in this water-
men’s settlement with individuals 
who spent their childhoods in the 
houses sharing their stories.  Light 
refreshments and a brief tour will be 
offered at each destination.  Direc-
tions to tour homes will be available 

at the museum.  Before or after the 
featured home visits and storytelling, 
guests may enjoy a three-dollar lunch 
consisting of grilled hot dog, soda, 
and chips in the museum pavilion.  A 
film showing will also be available in 
the pavilion.  In a nod to the baseball 
games which were a favorite activity 
of Morattico youngsters on the 
grounds of the general store sixty 
years ago, “whiffle” balls and plastic 
bats will be on hand for young visi-
tors wishing to initiate a quick pick-
up game behind the pavilion, and the 
museum itself will be open for tours 
as usual.   
 
Homes and hosts included in the tour 
are: 
 

 “Annabelle’s House” (currently 
for sale)  -- Siblings Debbie and 
Frank Saunders will return to 
the home they grew up in and 
recount recollections of the 
village along with memories of 
their mother who came original-
ly from Tangier Island and be-
came one of Morattico’s most 
colorful and beloved residents. 

  The Albert Walters 
House/“Hope’s Place” (Deborah 

Edgar, owner) -- Kay Walters 
Shelton and her husband Cap-
tain George Shelton, a life-long 
waterman, will be on hand in 
Kay’s childhood home to tell 
stories of growing up on the 
river and her father’s journey 
which brought him from Tangier 
in 1933. 

 The Conley Home (Connie Con-
ley, owner) -- Connie will wel-
come guests with tales of her 
youth in the home as an only 
child of parents who owned and 
operated RCV Seafood, at one 
time one of the busiest seafood 
processing operations on the 
Eastern seaboard.  Parking trac-
tor-trailers and driving boats as 
a slip of a girl were among  
those experiences. 

  “Miss Etta’s House” (Donna and 
George Hazzard, owners) - Don-
na Pruitt Hazzard grew up in the 
home her parents established 
after having moved to Morattico 
from Tangier Island in 1933.  She 
will share stories of that time 
and her perspective as an adult 
returning to the village and ren-
ovating that same house. 

  

Our mild winter (so far) has been a blessing with no damaging ice or snow storms.  With March 
in sight, your Board has been busy planning and preparing for our Annual Meeting.  We hope to 
see you there so that we can share our accomplishments, discuss future plans, and elect new 
Board members.  Also, for good food and fun do not forget the “What a Crockpot” cook-off 
afterward.  And thank you as always for your support.  
        --David Henley,  President 

President’s Message: 


